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thus far, and no farther, we shall never be able to discern.
Our discoverers tell us, the creator has made beings of all
orders, and that, therefore, one of them must be such as
man; but this system seems to be established on a con-
cession, which, if it be refused, cannot be extorted.

Every reason which can be brought to prove, that there
are beings of every possible sort, will prove, that there is
the greatest number possible of every sort of beings; but
this, with respect to man, we know, if we know any thing,
not to be true.

It does not appear, even to the imagination,* that of
three orders of being, the first and the third receive any
advantage from the imperfection of the second, or that*
indeed, they may not equally exist, though the second had
never been, or should cease to be; and why should that
be concluded necessary, which cannot be proved even to
be useful ?

The scale of existence, from infinity to nothing, cannot
possibly have being. The highest being not infinite, must
be, as has been often observed, at an infinite distance
below infinity. Cheyne, who, with the desire inherent in
mathematicians to. reduce every thing to mathematical
images, considers all existence as a cone; allows that the
basis is at an infinite distance from the body; and in this
distance between finite and infinite, there will be room, for
ever, for an infinite series of indefinable existence.

Between the lowest positive existence and nothing,
wherever we suppose positive existence to cease, is an-
other chasm infinitely deep; where there is room again
for endless orders of subordinate nature, continued for
ever and for ever, and yet infinitely superiour to non-
existence.

To these meditations humanity is unequal. But yet we
may ask, not of our maker, but of each other, since, on the
one side, creation, wherever it stops, must stop infinitely
below infinity, and on the other, infinitely above nothing,
what necessity there is, that it should proceed so far, either
way, that beings so high or so low should ever have